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the Peninsular War. For over four years the
Iron Duke had to maintain a struggle against
forces which were in many ways superior to his
own. He knew he could not inflict a decisive
blow which would destroy Napoleon's power.
His object was to hold the Grand Alliance to-
father, his immediate object to avoid a defeat
ach year he advanced, fought and drew the
French Marshals on to him; each year he re-
tired again into Portugal When Napoleon in
1812 took away the best French troops for the
invasion of Russia, Wellington struck hard; he
stormed Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajos, de-
feated Marmont at Salamanca and forced the
enemy to leave Madrid. Yet with calm de-
liberation he was content to retreat once more
in order to complete his preparations before the
final advance. During those four years he had
to exercise forbearance towards his Allies, who
were demanding huge subsidies and giving
very little in return. Scarcely less troublesome
was the Government in London, parsimonious,
peevish, always expecting immediate and
decisive results.
The Great War was of course on a much
bigger scale, yet the circumstances were not
dissimilar. Throughout the two years of his
power Kitchener was looking forward. In
Egypt and South Africa patience and foresight
were the outstanding factors in his policy.
With tireless persistence he spent three whole
years in working his way up the Cataracts and
across the desert to Omdurman; he spent two
whole years in building the blockhouse lines
which finally broke the resistance of the Boers.